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EUROPEAN CREDIT MOVES

CREDIT: BANKS

Bank of America has promoted Murad Khaled to 
Head of Leveraged Capital Markets – EMEA, following 
Joe Bishay’s departure to Credit Suisse. 

Crédit Agricole has named Christian Haller as Head 
of DCM – Germany & Austria, based in Frankfurt. 

Credit Suisse has hired Joe Bishay as an MD and 
senior member of its Capital Markets team. Bishay will 
start his new role in June and report to Phillip Tamplin 
and Mark Walsh, Co-Heads of EMEA Leveraged 
Finance Capital Markets. Bishay joins from Bank of 
America, where he was a Senior MD and led the firm’s 
Leveraged Finance Capital Market’s desk. 

Sergio Gaya has joined Deutsche Bank’s London 
based Leveraged Finance team as an Associate. Gaya 
was most recently a member of the Capital Markets 
team at PAI Partners. 

There have been a number of changes within HSBC’s 
Debt Capital Markets business. Frédéric Gabizon, 
Head of European Public Sector and Head of DCM 
– France & Belgium, is stepping down from his roles 
at the end of Q1. Jerome Pellet has been named 
Head of Corporate and Public Sector DCM – France, 
effective 1st April. He will report to Adam Bothamley 
and Frederic Coutant, Global Co-Head of DCM 
and Co-Head of Global Banking, respectively. Asif 
Sherani, Head of DCM Syndicate – EMEA, has taken 
on additional responsibilities for SSA clients in EMEA.

Martin Luehrs has moved internally, becoming Head 
of Global Capital Markets at Morgan Stanley Europe 
SE, Morgan Stanley’s Frankfurt-based subsidiary. 
He will be relocating from London to Frankfurt for his 
new role. Previously, he was Co-Head of the bank’s 
Leveraged Finance Capital Markets – EMEA team, 
based in London, alongside Jane Bushey.

Natixis has named Philippe Vlaemynck and Arnaud 
Brogi as Co-Global Heads of Acquisition and Strategic 
Finance. Vlaemynck will hold primary responsibility 
for Corporate Finance, and Brogi will be responsible 
for Leveraged Finance. This announcement follows 
former Global Head of Acquisition and Strategic 
Finance Fabrice Croppi’s promotion to Global Head of 
Investment Banking in January. 

NatWest has promoted Carla Floyd to Head of Debt 
and Financing Solutions. Floyd was previously Head of 
UK Corporates and Specialised Sectors.

CREDIT: FUNDS

Advent International has hired Rishabh Jain as 
an AD in its Capital Markets team, based in London 
and reporting to Giles Reaney, MD. Jain joins from 
Goldman Sachs, where he was an ED in its EMEA 
Leveraged Finance team.

Albacore Capital Group has recently made several 
hires: Jaime Echevarria has joined the fund as a 
Director from Marathon Asset Management, where 
he was an SVP focusing on distressed corporate 
credit, Alex Walkey as a VP from Canyon Capital 
Advisors, and Anastasia Ashcheulova and Erwan 
Pincet as Associates from The Carlyle Group and 
EQT Partners, respectively.

Armira has hired Leopold Walde as an Investment 
Director, based in Munich. Walde joins from Blackstone 
Credit where he was an MD.

Leland Hart, Co-CIO for Liquid Credit at Alcentra, has 
left the firm. Chris Barris will become acting Co-CIO 
for Liquid Credit, alongside existing Co-CIO Graham 
Rainbow. 

As of December 2020, Vincent Gombault has stepped 
down from his roles as Head of Fund of Funds and 
Head of Private Debt at Ardian. He will join the firm’s 
supervisory committee.

Bain Capital Specialty Finance has formed a joint 
venture with Pantheon’s Private Credit Business to 
focus on investments across Europe and Australia. 
The joint venture will be called the International 
Senior Loan Program LLC, and Bain Capital will hold 
a 70.5% equity stake in the venture. Bain Capital has 
contributed US$320mn as initial capital.

BlueBay has hired Neill Morgan and Juan Herrero 
as a Senior Analyst and an Analyst, respectively, in its 
Leveraged Finance team to supplement its developed 
markets special situations capabilities. Morgan joins 
from Seaport Global Holdings, where he was an MD 
focusing on Distressed Debt, and Herrero joins from 
Black Toro Capital, where he was an Associate based 
in Madrid. The pair will report to Adam Phillips, Head 
of Developed Markets. 

William Bouhélier has joined Bridgepoint’s London 
based Credit team as an Associate. Prior to joining 
Bridgepoint, Bouhélier was an Analyst in Jefferies’s 
London based Leveraged Finance team

Carlyle has hired Ben Petkevicius as an AD in its 
European Credit Opportunities team. Petkevicius joins 
from PIMCO, where he was a VP focused on primary 
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and secondary stressed, distressed and performing 
special situations private credit opportunities. 

CDPQ has hired Emmanuel Guillot as a Director in 
its European Private Debt team, based in London. 
Guillot joins from NatWest, where he was a Director 
in its Leveraged Finance team, following eleven years 
at Citi, where he was latterly a Director in its EMEA 
Leveraged Finance team. 

Converium Capital has hired Mathieu Fradette 
as a Director, based in Montreal. Fradette joins from 
PSP Investments, where he was a Senior Manager 
focusing on Credit Investments, formerly in London 
and latterly in Montreal.

Emso Asset Management has hired Ryan Millikan 
as a Senior Analyst in its Private Credit Opportunities 
team. Millikan joins from Golding Capital Partners, 
where he was a Director, focusing on Emerging Markets 
Private Debt. 

Fidelity International has hired a Private Credit team 
from MeDirect, a digital pan-European bank. CIO 
Michael Curtis, who led the MeDirect team, joined in 
March as Head of Private Credit Strategies, reporting 
to Andrew McCaffery, Fidelity’s Global CIO. Joining 
Curtis are Camille Mcleod-Salmon, Credit Portfolio 
Manager, Cyrille Javaux, CLO Structurer, and Craig 
Topp, a Senior Credit Analyst. The team will be 
supported by five additional Credit Analysts and a Head 
of Operations. MeDirect Bank, owned by AnaCap, is 
refocusing on its retail activities.

Hayfin has hired Daniel Bird as a Portfolio Manager to 
focus on its Private Credit strategy, based in London. 
Bird joins from Bank of America, where he was Head 
of Trading for Credit & Special Situations – Europe. 

H.I.G. has made a number of hires to its European 
WhiteHorse Direct Lending team, led by Pascal 
Meysson. The firm has hired Michael Lucas, former 
Founding Partner and Head of UK at Bridgepoint 
Credit, as an MD in its London office. Ignacio Blasco 
joins the Madrid office as an MD from Houlihan Lokey, 
where he was latterly an MD in its Capital Markets 
team. Charles Bourgeois and Laurent Vaille have 
joined as Principals from Tikehau, where they were 
both ED’s in the Paris based Private Debt team. Vaille 
will be based in H.I.G.’s London office and Bourgeois in 
the firm’s Paris office.  

ICG has hired Lio Laurant as an MD, Co-Head of its 
Special Situations Group and Co-Portfolio Manager 
for its Recovery Fund II. Laurant joins from PIMCO, 
where he led the European Credit Opportunities 
platform, focusing on distressed and special situations 
investments across Europe. 

ICG has also hired Philippe Arbour as an MD in 
its Senior Debt Partners strategy. Arbour will help to 
develop this business further and focus on sponsor 
coverage, origination, and execution across the UK 
and Continental Europe. Arbour joins from Palamon 
Capital, where he was a Partner leading financings 
and debt capital markets. 

Vaibhav Piplapure has rejoined KKR as an MD focusing 
on sourcing asset-based finance and specialty lending 
opportunities. Piplapure was previously Co-Head of 
Specialty Finance at M&G Investments and before that, 
Head of Asset Finance – EMEA at Credit Suisse. 

KKR has hired Michael Small as a Partner in its 
London based European Credit and Markets team; he 
will sit on a number of Credit Investment committees. 
Small will have responsibility for origination, execution 
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and fundraising within the Private Credit business and 
the broader Credit and Markets platform. Small joins 
from Park Square Capital, where he was a Partner 
since its inception in 2004, focusing on sourcing, and 
execution within Private Credit. 

KKR has also hired Miguel Fraguas Jover as a 
Principal in its London based Special Situations team. 
Fraguas Jover joins from Bridgepoint, where he was 
an Investment Director in its London based Credit team 
(and formerly a member of the EQT Credit team).

Gianluca Capone has joined King Street Capital 
Management as an Investment Analyst based in 
London. Capone joins from Alchemy Partners. 

LGT Capital Partners has hired a six-person strong 
Nordic Emerging Markets Debt team from the Finnish 
asset manager Aktia. The hires are said to include 
Aktia’s team head Jetro Siekkinen, three EMD 
Portfolio Managers, and two Analysts.

M&G Investment Management has created a new 
global team, Catalyst, to invest in sustainable private 
assets. Alex Seddon, previously Co-Head of Private 
Credit, will lead the new business. The team numbers 
25 across London, Singapore, New York, and Mumbai 
and will invest in Real and Financial Assets, Private 
Credit and Private Equity. Seddon will report to Will 
Nicoll, CIO of Private and Alternative Assets.

Oldenburgische Landesbank AG has hired Borja 
González-Lahore Pfeiffer as a Senior Advisor 
responsible for originating Leveraged and Fund 
Finance as well as Middle Market lending for OLB and 
other Apollo financial services portfolio companies. 
González-Lahore Pfeiffer joins from Mizuho, where  
he was a Director in the London based Leveraged 
Finance team.

Onex Credit has hired Conor Daly as Head of CLO’s 
– Europe. Daly joins from BlackRock, where he was a 
Portfolio Manager in the European Fundamental Credit 
team. 

Permira Debt Managers has hired Pierig Mélot as 
an Investment Director to focus on its Direct Lending 
strategy, based in London. Mélot joins from Jefferies, 
where he was a Director in its London based Leveraged 
Finance team.

James Cunnah has joined Sixth Street as a VP in 
the London based Specialty Lending team. Previously, 
Cunnah worked as a Director at Wells Fargo Capital 
Finance.

Tikehau Capital has made a number of hires. Laura 
Scolan has joined as COO and Head of Private Debt 
– France, reporting to Cécile Mayer-Lévi, Head of 
Private Debt. Scolan joins from Messier Maris & 
Associés, where she was a Partner and Co-Head of 
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Debt Advisory. Christoph Zens has joined Tikehau as 
Head of the CLO team, based in London and replacing 
Debra Anderson, who is retiring from the firm in Q2. 
Zens joins from Commerzbank, where he was a 
Director focusing on Leveraged Finance and Debt 
Funds. Tikehau has also hired Dominik Felsmann 
to lead its new office in Frankfurt. Felsmann joins as 
Head of Germany and will be responsible for building 
the franchise in the DACH region. Felsmann joins 
from ABN AMRO, where he was Head of Leveraged 
Finance – Germany.

Triton Partners has hired David Eliet to its Capital 
Markets team. Based in London, Eliet will focus on the 
UK market.  He joins from Morgan Stanley, where 
he was an ED in its London based EMEA Leveraged 
Finance team. 

CREDIT: ADVISORY 

Duff & Phelps has hired Kris Carpen as a Senior 
Director in its Global Restructuring Advisory team, 
based in London. Carpen joins from Alvarez & Marsal, 
where he was a Director in its Restructuring team. 

Lazard has hired Silja Fisk as an Associate in its Debt 
Advisory team. Fisk joins from NatWest, where she 
was a VP in its Leveraged Finance team. 

PJT Partners has hired Darren Sinatro as a VP. 
Sinatro was previously an ED in Goldman Sachs’s 
London based Leveraged Finance team.  

Tarek Anabtawi and Jameel Akhrass have left 
Perella Weinberg Partners to form a new advisory 
firm, Resonance Capital (ResCap), based in Dubai. 

Anabtawi was previously Head of Perella’s Middle 
Eastern operations, and Akhras a Senior Advisor. 
Former Perella colleagues Hesham Sbayteh and 
Ayman Anwar will join them as Partners. ResCap 
will continue to work with Perella as part of a strategic 
partnership. This partnership will allow ResCap to work 
on regional and cross-border transactions and allow 
Perella to retain access to its regional clients in the 
area whilst closing its Abu Dhabi and Dubai offices.  

CREDIT: OTHER

Daniel Calleja has joined SellerX as Head of 
Investments – UK. Calleja joins from Citi, where he 
was an AVP focusing on Financial Sponsors.

Boudewijn Dierick has left BNP Paribas to join 
Auxmoney, a German consumer lender, as an MD and 
Country Executive for Ireland. Dierick has relocated 
from London to Dublin for the role and was previously 
an MD and Head of ABS and Covered Bond Structuring 
at BNP Paribas.

Arnaud Le Thomas has joined 360 Learning as 
Director of Finance, based in Paris. Le Thomas joins 
from ICG, where he was a member of their Private 
Debt team.

Liberty Global has hired Marialuisa Gorla as a VP 
and Head of Corporate Finance, based in London. 
Gorla joins from Citi, where she was a Director in its 
London based EMEA Leveraged Finance team.
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EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANKING MOVES

INVESTMENT BANKING: BANKS 

Simon Mackenzie Smith is retiring from Bank of 
America. Mackenzie Smith is currently Chairman of 
Corporate and Investment Banking – UK & Ireland and 
will remain with the firm until June. 

Bank of America has named Julian Mylchreest as 
Executive Vice Chairman. He will focus on clients 
within the Natural Resources sector across EMEA. 
Mylchreest was previously Co-Head of Global Natural 
Resources, a team that will now be solely led by 
New York-based Ray Wood. The firm has also hired 
Vincent Thiebaud as Head of Investment Banking – 
Switzerland from Rothschild, and he will start his new 
role towards the beginning of Q3.

BNP Paribas has hired Kirshlen Moodley as an MD 
in its UK M&A team. Moodley will be based in London 
and report to Andrew McNaught, Head of Advisory – 
UK. Moodley joins from JP Morgan, where he was an 
ED in its UK M&A team and Head of Activism – EMEA. 

CIBC Capital Markets has hired Robert Todd as an 
MD in its Global Infrastructure & Power team. Todd 
joins from HSBC, where he was latterly Global Head of 
Power, Utilities & Renewables. 

Citi has named new Co-Heads of Industrials – EMEA 
alongside existing Co-Head Erik Savola. David Biller 
and Jean-Baptiste Petard will take on their new roles 
alongside their responsibilities Co-Heading Industrials 
in Asia and Japan. 

Following recent events, Credit Suisse has reshuffled 
its senior executive team. Brian Chin, previously Head 
of the Investment Bank, is leaving the firm on 6th April 
and will be replaced in his role as CEO by Christian 
Meissner, effective 1st May. Meissner joined the firm 
late last year as Co-Head of IWM Investment Banking 
Advisory and Vice Chairman of Investment Banking. 

Deutsche Bank has named Fabrizio Campelli as 
Head of its Investment Bank as Christian Sewing 
steps back from the unit. Campelli was previously the 
firm’s Chief Transformation Officer. 

Deutsche Bank has also hired Oliver Ives as an MD 
to focus on UK M&A. Ives will be based in London and 
report to James Arculus, Head of UK M&A. Ives joins 
from Ondra Partners, where he was a Senior Principal.

Philippe Henry, Head of Global Banking – Europe at 
HSBC, has announced that he will be leaving the bank 
later this year. Henry has held his current role since 2019. 

HSBC has hired Steven Wirth as Global Head of Real 
Asset Fund Coverage within the bank’s Private Capital 
unit. Wirth joins from Tudor Park, where he was an MD 
focusing on Consulting within Infrastructure, Utilities 
and Transport sectors. 

HSBC has named Giulio Hoffman as Co-Head of 
Power, Utilities & Renewables – EMEA. Hoffman was 
previously Head of Real Estate Funds – EMEA. 

JP Morgan has hired Charlie Jacobs as Co-Head of 
UK Investment Banking. He will be based in London 
and work alongside fellow Co-Head David Lomer. 
Jacobs takes on his new role from Ed Byers, who has 
moved into the role of Vice Chairman of UK Investment 
Banking. Jacobs joins from Linklaters, where he was 
a Senior Partner. 

JP Morgan has named Sidharth Punshi as Head of 
Venture Capital and Growth Equity Coverage, focusing 
on its Strategic Investor Group across EMEA. Punshi 
will report to Ina De and Klaus Hessberger, Co-Heads 
of the Strategic Investment Group in EMEA, and work 
closely alongside Matthew Gehl and Xavier Bindel, 
Co-Heads of IB Technology – EMEA. Punshi moved 
internally to take up his new role and was previously 
Head of Financial Sponsor & Family Office Coverage, 
based in Hong Kong.

Emmanuel Goldstein has been named Head of 
France at Morgan Stanley. Goldstein succeeds Rene 
Proglio, who is retiring from the firm. Goldstein will 
also retain his previous role as Head of Transportation 
& Infrastructure Banking – EMEA. 

John Winter has been named CEO of MUFG 
Securities EMEA and Head of MUFG Bank’s Global 
Corporate and Investment Banking Business – EMEA, 
effective from the 1st April. Winter will work closely 
alongside Masahiro Kuwahara, Regional Executive 
for EMEA. Winter replaces David King, who is retiring 
from the firm, as CEO of MUFG Securities EMEA.  

Natixis has made several leadership changes within 
its investment bank. Fabrice Croppi has been named 
Global Head of Investment Banking. Michael Haize 
has been named Global Head of Global Markets, taking 
over from Mohamed Kallala, who was promoted to 
Co-Head of CIB alongside Anne-Marie Champion in 
November last year. Alain Gallois has been appointed 
Head of Coverage and Head of EMEA (Ex-France) and 
Bénédicte de Giafferri as Global Head of Real Assets. 
Guillaume de Saint-Seine has been named as Global 
Head of FIG Coverage. Croppi, Haize, Gallois, de 
Giafferri, and de Saint-Seine will report into Champion 
and Kallala. 
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Nomura has hired Simon Russell as an MD and Head 
of Technology, Media & Services – EMEA, based in 
London. Russell joins from Macquarie Group, where 
he was an MD focusing on Technology and led the 
firm’s Software activity in Europe. 

UBS has announced that Robert Karofsky will be sole 
President of its Investment Bank following the decision 
of former fellow Co-President Piero Novelli to retire 
from the firm in March 2021. Karofsky was previously 
Head of Equities before taking on the role of Co-
President in 2018. 

INVESTMENT BANKING: GLOBAL ADVISORY & 
BOUTIQUES 

Baird has hired Robert Foster as an MD and Head 
of European Consumer Banking Coverage, based in 
London. Foster joins from Jefferies, where he was 
European Head of IB Consumer & Retail.

Loic Fonteneau has left JP Morgan to join BlackFin 
Capital Partners, a Paris-Based Venture Capital 
firm. Fonteneau was previously an ED in JP Morgan’s 
Technology team.

There have been a number of changes within the 
Secondaries Advisory business at Campbell Lutyens. 
The firm has opened an office in Paris, which will 
be led by Annabelle Judd, a Principal in the firm’s 
Secondaries Advisory team. The firm has hired Tim-
Oliver Seidel as an SVP in its Secondaries Advisory 
team. Seidel joins from Evercore, where he was 
a member of its M&A team focusing on Industrials, 
Business Services & TMT. Ashrith Ramachandran 
has left the same team to join Fayman International 
as CEO. Ramachandran has relocated from London to 
Melbourne for his new role.

Deloitte has hired Guy Stevens as a Partner in its 
FIG Advisory team, based in London. Stevens was 
previously an MD and Head of FIG – CEEMEA at UBS. 

Houlihan Lokey has made several hires in its European 
Healthcare team. Paul Tomasic has joined as MD 
and Head of European Healthcare from RBC Capital 
Markets, where he was latterly Head of European IB 
Healthcare. Andrew Murray-Leon has joined the team 
as a Director, also from RBC Capital Markets. 
Houlihan Lokey has also hired Jeremy Low as an MD 
and Head of Oil & Gas, based in London. Low joins 
from BMO Capital Markets, where he was latterly 
Co-Head of Investment Banking and Head of Energy 
– EMEA. 

Chris Roberts has left Moelis to launch his own firm, 
Start Point Advisory. Start Point Advisory will provide 
strategic advice on IPOs, rights issues and private 

capital raisings. At Moelis, Roberts was an MD and Co-
Head of Equity Advisory – EMEA. 

Perella Weinberg Partners has hired Marie-Soazic 
Geffroy as a Partner and Head of FIG – Europe. Geffroy 
will join the firm in summer 2021 and was previously an 
MD and Vice Chairman at Morgan Stanley. 

Roger Gunnarsson has joined Segulah Medical 
Acceleration as Managing Partner. Gunnarsson joins 
from Jefferies, where he was an MD in their Global 
Healthcare team. 

Stephens has hired Lars Friemann as a Director to 
focus on Healthcare, based in Frankfurt. Friemann was 
previously a Director at Harris Williams & Co.

Torch Partners, an independent investment bank 
focusing on Internet, Software and Technology-driven 
companies, has hired Michael Lord and Philippe 
Noël as MDs. Lord Joins from Greenhill & Co., 
where he was a Principal focusing on CMT, Business 
Services, Healthcare & Industrials, and Noël joins from 
Lazard. Brenton Purslowe has also recently joined 
the team as a VP from Houlihan Lokey, where he was 
a VP focusing on TMT, Data & Analytics, FinTech and 
Software. Lalit Kasat joined the team as an MD in late 
2020 from Houlihan Lokey.
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EUROPEAN PRIVATE EQUITY MOVES

Adragos Pharma has hired Cem Goekmen as a 
Director, based in Munich. Goekmen joins from Final 
Frontier, where he was Co-Founder and an Investment 
Director, based in Zug. 

Aksia has hired Chris Thorne as an MD focusing 
on Private Equity and Real Assets, based in London. 
Thorne joins from Temasek, where he was an MD 
focusing on European private equity and syndicated 
co-investments. 

Neal Costello at AlpInvest has been promoted to 
Partner and has relocated from London to Amsterdam. 
The firm has also hired Louis Choy and Marianne 
Parker as a Principal and VP, respectively. The pair 
join from CPPIB, where Choy was a Senior Principal 
and Parker a Senior Associate. They will both be based 
in London. Wiebe Visser, a Principal in the firm’s 
Amsterdam office, has left the company. 

AnaCap Financial Partners has hired Valerie Wong 
as an Investment Director in its London Office. Wong 
joins from Oliver Wyman, where she was a Principal 
and Financial Services Consultant. 

Ares has hired Matthias Sander as an MD and 
Operating Partner working alongside the European 
Private Equity team, led by Stephane Etroy, European 
Head of Private Equity. Sander will be based in the 
London office and joins from BC Partners, where he 
was an MD.

Ares has also hired Andreas Sauer as a Principal 
within its European Private Equity team, reporting to 
Stephane Etroy. Sauer will be based in London and 
focus on the German market.

Aquiline Technology Growth has hired Giovanni 
Nani as an Investment Professional, he will lead its 

investments in Europe. Nani joins from Frog Capital, 
where he was a Principal focusing on software-enabled 
scale-up stage tech companies across Europe. 

Alexis Maskell has joined BC Partners as Global Head 
of Investor Relations, based in London. Maskell was 
previously Co-Head of Alternative Asset Managers – 
EMEA at Citi, a role he held alongside Shawn Borisoff, 
who is now based in San Francisco, leading the Financial 
Sponsors Coverage effort for the West Coast. 

Bridgepoint has hired Christopher Afors as a Director 
in its London office. Afors joins from PAI Partners, 
where he was a Principal focusing on the Consumer & 
Business sectors. 

CGE Partners has hired Katie Chung as an Investment 
Director. Chung joins from Dunedin Private Equity, 
where she was latterly an Investment Director. 

Committed Advisors has hired Julie Bernodat as 
a member of its Secondaries team. Bernodat has 
relocated from Paris to London for the new role and 
joins from Landmark Partners, where she was latterly 
a Director.

Grafton Capital has hired Amaad Mahmood and 
Daniel Cheung as AD’s in its investment team. 
Mahmood joins from Mobeus, where he was an 
Investment Professional focusing on growth strategies, 
and Cheung joins from Downing Ventures, where he 
was a Principal. 

GHO Capital Partners has hired Aleksandra 
Mysliwiec to focus on Healthcare. Mysliwiec was 
previously an Investment Professional at Astorg.

Gresham House has hired Peter Bolton as an 
Investment Director within its New Energy team. Bolton 
will be based in London and joins from Foresight 
Group, where he was an Investment Director focusing 
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on European Renewable Energy. Bolton will report to 
Ben Guest, MD and Head of the New Energy team. 
Exponent has hired Jeroen Regeur as Head of 
Benelux, based between Amsterdam and London. 
Regeur will focus on building Exponent’s business in 
the Benelux as well as transactions across Europe. 
Regeur joins from EQT Partners, where he was an MD 
and helped establish the firm’s presence the Benelux. 

EQT Group has hired Deborah Fleischer as a VP in 
its Munich office. Fleischer joins from Triton Partners, 
where she was an Investment Professional. 

Foresight has opened a new office in Luxembourg. 
The office will be led by Adela Baho and Jasper 
Jansen, who joined the firm last year as Directors and 
Conducting Officers.

Impax Asset Management has hired Sean Maguire as 
an MD in its Renewable Private Equity & Infrastructure 
team, based in London. Maguire joins from Statkraft, 
where he led the Commercial team for European Wind 
& Solar Energy.

Cristina Serna García-Conde at KKR has been 
promoted to Principal and has also relocated from 
London to Madrid. 

Mayfair Equity Partners has hired Markus Zejermann 
as a Director based in London. Zejermann joins from 
Volpi Capital, where he was an Investment Director.

Mubadala Ventures Europe has hired Eric Jorgensen 
as a Partner focusing on Venture Capital. Jorgensen 
will be based in London and joins from Almaz Capital, 
where he was a Partner. He was previously an MD in 
Macquarie’s Principal Transactions Group. 

Nordic Capital has hired Laura Piza as an Investment 
Associate based in Frankfurt. Piza joins from Nomura, 
where she was an Investment Banking Associate 
based in London. 

Oakley Capital hired Alessandro Celli as an 
Investment Director in Q4 2020. Celli joined from 
Deliveroo, where he was Chief Business Officer for 
the UK & Ireland. 

André Frei is stepping back from his role as Co-CEO at 
Partners Group. Frei will remain a Partner at the firm 
and take on a new role as Chairman of Sustainability. 
David Layton, previously fellow Co-CEO, will become 
sole CEO of the firm. 

PAI Partners has hired Marco Gelmi as an Investment 
Director based in its Milan office. Gelmi joins from Triton 
Partners, where he was an Investment Professional 
and part of the Italian coverage team with a primary 
focus on the Consumer sector. Chamika Gajanayaka 
has joined the firm as an Investment Officer. He was 
previously an investment banking M&A Associate at 
Rothschild & Co., focusing on the Consumer, Retail 
and Leisure sectors. The firm has also hired Thomas 

Wessex Partners	 ‘Musical Chairs’ Q2 2020 9



Verbeek as an Associate from Bain & Company, 
where he was a Consultant in its Private Equity Group. 
Gajanayaka and Verbeek will be based in the firm’s 
London office.  

Permira has hired Lauren Daum as an Investment 
Professional focusing on the Technology sector. 
Daum joins from General Atlantic, where she was an 
Associate in its European Technology team. 

Portobello Capital has hired Joan Llansó Caldentey 
and Antonio Rodriguez-Pina as VP’s in its investment 
team in Madrid. Caldentey joins from Permira, where 
he was latterly an Investment Professional, and 
Rodriguez-Pina joins from Carlyle, where he was a 
Senior Associate focusing on Special Situations and 
Corporate Opportunities. 

Sagard Holdings has hired Patrick Daignault as  
Partner to focus on Middle-Market Private Equity in 
Canada. Daignault will be based in Montreal alongside 
Marie-Claude Boisvert, Partner and Head of Private 
Equity – Canada. He joins from PSP Investments, 
where he was a Senior Director. He previously held 
a number of roles in London within Private Debt and 
Leveraged Finance. 

TA Associates has named Ajit Nedungadi as CEO of 
the firm, based in London. Nedungadi was previously 
Managing Partner alongside Boston-based Brian 
Conway, who will continue as Chairman of the firm. Max 
Cancre and Stefan Dandl, members of the firm’s London 
office, have been promoted to Principal and will focus on 
Technology & Data Services and Technology & Financial 
Services, respectively. Dandl is also responsible for 
German-speaking countries across all sectors. 

TDR Capital has hired Xenia Dethlefs as an Associate, 
based in its London office. Dethlefs joins from Apax 
Partners, where she was an Investment Professional 
focusing on the Consumer & Healthcare sectors. 

Triton Partners has made several hires in recent 
months. The firm has hired Sachin Jivanji as an 
Investment Professional in its London office. He 
joins from 3i Group, where he was an Investment 
Professional focusing on Technology Services and 
Industrial Technology across the US and Europe. 
Eleonora Astori has joined the firm’s Milan office 
from Muzinich & Co., where she was a Director in 
its European Private Capital team. Jaime Legeren 
Alvarez has joined the firm’s Frankfurt office as an 
Investment Professional following his MBA. He was 
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previously a Consultant at the Boston Consulting 
Group, based in Zurich. Caroline Eichinger and Laura 
Fruhmann have also joined the firm’s Frankfurt office as 
Investment Professionals. Eichinger joins from DEDIQ, 
where she was an Associate, and Fruhmann joins from 
Goldman Sachs, where she was an Associate in its 
M&A team focusing on Germany. Sophie Davies has 
joined as an Investment Professional from Graphite 
Capital, where she was an Investment Director.  The 
firm has also hired Meri Vaisanen as an Investment 
Professional from Bank of America, where she was an 
Associate in its IB Healthcare team. 

Warburg Pincus has hired Luca Cassiano as an 
Associate in its Financial Services group, based in 
London. Cassiano joins from Goldman Sachs, where 
he was an Analyst in its M&A team. 

17Capital has hired Pauline Chatin de Simencourt 
as an Investor Relations and Fundraising Director, 
based in Paris. Chatin de Simencourt joins from Lyxor 
Asset Management, where she was an Institutional 
Sales Director focusing on French coverage. 

Wessex Partners is a specialist financial services 
executive search boutique.

We strongly believe that executive search requires 
specialist consultants, not generalists. This is the 
ethos on which we are based. 

17 Hanover Square, London, W1S 1BN 
Tel: +44 (0)20 3870 1380 
Email: info@wessexpartners.com 

www.wessexpartners.com
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